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‘WE SHALL GENERATE LOCALLY 
FOCUSSED SOLUTİONS FOR LOCAL 
PROBLEMS’
The Governor of Eskişehir and Chairman of the 
BEBKA Executive Board Güngör Azim Tuna 
emphasized that the planning, guiding and 
supporting regional development was a priority for 
ensuring national development. Tuna said that they 
would generate and apply locally focussed solutions 
for local problems.  p2

BEBKA SUPPORTED 
PROJECT AWARDED FIRST 
PLACE IN EUROPE
The project incepted by Gürsu 
Municipality with the grant received 
from BEBKA titled “A Gürsu 
developing with unlimited Clean 
Energy” reached the summit at a 
competition organized by the Council 
of Europe.   p3

A ROAD MAP FOR HEALTH 
TOURISM TO BE PREPARED
BEBKA has started to work on a Health Tourism 
Master Plan to support Bursa which has launched an 
initiation in terms of health tourism during the past 
years. With this study the objective is to establish 
a road map for how Bursa can create a difference 
primarily in marketing and how Bursa can become 
a brand in health tourism with both its thermal 
facilities as well as its health organizations. p4



BebkaHaber in English

The Governor of Eskişehir and 
Chairman of the BEBKA Execu-
tive Board Güngör Azim Tuna 
made some assessments to BEBKA 
News.  Tuna indicated that eligible 
projects were incepted with the fi-
nancial and technical support prog-
rams provided by the development 
agencies and that these projects 
presented solutions to the sectoral 
and thematic problems in the re-
gion within the framework of the 
strategy and priorities laid out by 
the Regional Plan.  Tuna underlined 
that the activities done by BEBKA, 
the financial and technical support 
as well as investment support and 
promotion opportunities had criti-
cal value in directing the develop-
ment of the provinces and districts 
in the region and that the Economic 
Development Program in the Rural 
Area within the scope of the Finan-

cial Support Program for 2014 was 
especially important. Tuna said, 
“I believe that this program which 
will minimize the disparities betwe-
en inter-regional development will 
play a significant role in the assess-
ment of numerous potentials which 
have remained in the background 
of villages to become prominent 
and turned into production and 
a promotion of the rural area and 
thus have an impact on its econo-
mic development”. Tuna also men-
tioned that in the planning of the 
future, they would be acting on the 
basis that Eskişehir was in the TR41 
Region together with Bursa and Bi-
lecik provinces and said, “We shall 
establish our future on our existing 
potential. And we shall endeavour 
to generate and to apply locally fo-
cussed solutions to local problems”.

The Governor of Eskişehir and Chairman of the BEBKA Executive Board Güngör Azim Tuna emphasized that the 
planning, guiding and supporting regional development was a priority for ensuring national development. 
Tuna said that they would generate and apply locally focussed solutions for local problems. 

‘We shall generate locally focussed 
solutions for local problems’
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The project “A Gürsu developing 
with unlimited Clean Energy” in-
cepted by the Strategic Planning 
Department of Gürsu Municipality 
with the grant received from Bur-
sa Eskişehir Bilecik Development 

Agency (BEBKA) faced a jury for 
the entrepreneurship award for the 
year. The best 58 projects in which 
had been awarded first prizes in 6 
different categories competed with 
each other for leadership.  Gürsu 

Municipality was awarded first pri-
ze in the field of ‘the Environment 
and Green Energy’. The Mayor of 
Gürsu, Orhan Özcü, attended the 
evening event organized by the 
Council of Europe in Vilnius, the 

capital city of Lithuania. The mayor 
took the stage to receive the award 
together with project coordinator 
Hüseyin Özmen and BEBKA Ge-
neral Secretary Tamer Değirmenci. 

The project “A Gürsu developing with 
unlimited Clean Energy” incepted by 
the Strategic Planning Department 
of Gürsu Municipality with the grant 
received from Bursa Eskişehir Bilecik 
Development Agency (BEBKA) faced 
a jury for the entrepreneurship award 
for the year. The best 58 projects in 
which had been awarded first prizes 
in 6 different categories competed 
with each other for leadership.  Gürsu 

Municipality was awarded first prize 
in the field of ‘the Environment and 
Green Energy’. The Mayor of Gürsu, 
Orhan Özcü, attended the evening 
event organized by the Council of 
Europe in Vilnius, the capital city of 
Lithuania. The mayor took the stage 
to receive the award together with 
project coordinator Hüseyin Özmen 
and BEBKA General Secretary Tamer 
Değirmenci. 

Bursa Metropolitan Municipality 
which has realized significant bre-
akthroughs in terms of continu-
ous enhancement of the tourism 
indicators of the city shall carry 
out infrastructure works within 
the scope of a project in the area 
comprising the Hüdavendigar 
Complex in the west, Yıldırım and 
Emirsultan Complexes in the east, 
Hünkar Mansion in the south and 
up to Hanlar Region in the north.  

In addition pedestrian guide signs 
and a city map, building informa-
tion signs, building name signs and 
tourism information points shall 
be established. The project has a 
budget of 1 million 250 thousand 
TL out of which 1 million TL was 
received from BEBKA as a grant 
and its completion is foreseen in 
2014; in addition to tourist revenue 
input, the project will provide op-
portunities in new tourism areas.

The foundation of the furniture 
museum was established with a ce-
remony held on the 1st of Novem-
ber 2013 in Inegöl district which is 
one of the major furniture manufa-
cturing centers in Turkey. The Ine-
göl Furniture Museum which shall 

be established with approximately 1 
million TL of support from BEBKA 
is expected to be completed within 
2014. 

The project incepted by Gürsu Municipality with the grant received from BEBKA titled “A Gürsu developing 
with unlimited Clean Energy” reached the summit at a competition organized by the Council of Europe.

The Bursa Gastronomy Festival was organized with 
the support of BEBKA to acquire geographical mar-
king of the delicacies pertaining to the city within the 
scope of ‘Originated in Bursa Project’ which included 
the verification of some flavors uniquely to Bursa.

The objective of the ‘Project for the Enhancement of the 
Tourism Infrastructure in the Historical City Center’ of 
the Bursa Metropolitan Municipality which is supported 
by BEBKA is to enhance the tourist attraction potential of 
Bursa and to convince tourists to stay in the city longer.

BEBKA supported 
project awarded first 
place in Europe

The flavors of Bursa were 
introduced at Gastrofest

BEBKA support for the first furniture museum in Turkey

Bursa will attract 
more tourists
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BebkaHaber in English

Bursa is carrying out significant 
works during the past years to get 
its share from health tourism. Bur-
sa Eskişehir Bilecik Development 
Agency (BEBKA) which has sup-
ported these works from the start 
has launched a project on a Health 
Tourism Master Plan for Bursa Pro-
vince. Within the scope of the work 
for a Health Tourism Master Plan 
for Bursa Province the objective is 
to first determine the available op-
portunities in Bursa and then deci-
de how these opportunities can be 
used to benefit health tourism. In 
order to realize this objective first 
a status quo analysis has been made 
to be followed by in-depth sectorial 

surveys. With this study the objecti-
ve is to establish a road map for how 
Bursa can create a difference pri-
marily in marketing and how Bursa 
can become a brand in health tou-
rism with both its thermal facilities 
as well as its health organizations. 

A WORK GROUP WAS 
ESTABLISHED

A group consisting of representa-
tives from Bursa Governor’s Offi-
ce, Bursa Chamber of Trade and 
Industry (BTSO), Bursa Health 
Tourism Association (BUSAT) and 
health organization representatives 
was organized under the coordi-
nation of the Agency to contribu-

te to the master plan project. The 
Health Tourism Master Plan Work 
Group meet on a regular basis and 
the executed works are shared with 
the members of the group and their 
opinions are sought.

EXECUTED WORKS

Face to face interviews were held 
with sector stakeholders within the 
scope of the study in order to car-
ry out a present status analysis for 
the development of health tourism 
in Bursa. A total of 35 stakeholders 
consisting of high level authorities 
starting with the Province Health 
Directorate of Bursa and Union 
of Public Hospitals, members of 
BUSAT (hospital, medical and 
treatment centers), hotels, travel 
agencies, tour companies and or-
ganization companies were inter-
viewed.  The scope of the survey 
intended to determine the present 
status of Bursa in the areas of input 
and market conditions of the sector, 
relevant and supporting sectors, 
company strategies, local competi-
tiveness and cooperation environ-
ment as well as demand conditions 

and the primary dynamics for the 
development of the sector in line 
with the structure of the demands. 
The present status analysis output 
will provide input for the Value 
Chain Analysis and Diamond Mo-
del and will be a guide for the reali-
zation of the SWOT analysis which 
depicts the strong and weak points 
as well as the opportunities and th-
reats. Furthermore, a Health Tou-
rism Research Conference is being 
planned to share the results with the 
representatives of the sectors.  The 
Health Tourism Master Plan for 
Bursa shall be developed on the ba-
sis of the SWOT analysis containing 
the strong and weak points as well 
as the opportunities and threats and 
short-medium-long term priorities 
and strategies shall be determined 
as a road map. 

BEBKA has started to work on a Health Tourism Master Plan to support Bursa which has launched an initiation 
in terms of health tourism during the past years. 

A road map for health tourism to 
be prepared
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The 6th International Health Tou-
rism Congress was organized in 
Istanbul on 22-25 November 2013. 
The congress which was organized 
at the WOW Hotel was attended by 
Minister of Health Mehmet Müez-
zinoğlu in addition to the Health 
Minister of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus Dr. Ahmet 
Gülle, Minister of Health from Mo-
zambique Dr. Alevsandre Maguele, 
Head of TÜMSİAD Dr. Hasan Sert 
and Congress Chairman Prof. Dr. 
Mustafa Baç as well as health minis-
ters and expert doctors in their vari-
ous fields invited from 31 countries.
 

MÜEZZİNOĞLU AT THE 
BEBKA STAND

After the opening speeches made by 
the guests Minister of Health Meh-
met Müezzinoğlu was invited to the 
stand to provide information on the 
reforms made in the field of health 
in Turkey as well as information in 
terms of ongoing projects. Müezzi-

noğlu said, “By the application of a 
free zone in health, I believe we can 
achieve the minimum of doubling 
the figures pertaining to health tou-
rism which we have reavhed in the 
first 5 years today”.  After his speech 
Minister Müezzinoğlu visited the 
BEBKA stand and was given infor-
mation about the potential of health 
tourism in Bursa as well as thermal 
tourism.
  

QUALITY, 
SUSTAINABILITY AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES

This year the main theme of the 
congress ‘Quality, sustainability and 
human resources in health tourism’ 
and authorities from the Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism, the Mi-
nistry of Health and the Ministry of 
Economy as well as representatives 
from many companies representing 
the health tourism sector made pre-
sentations. The discussions evolving 
around the central issues of these 

presentations these presentations 
were about the current situation of 
the sector, Health Tourism in the vi-
sion of 2023 in Turkey, world trends 
and Turkey, the developments in 
the area of complementary medici-
ne, the status of Turkey in terms of 
organ transplants, exemplary wor-
ldwide applications, destinations 
and innovations in health tourism, 
target markets and strategies in 

Turkey, our thermal endowments, 
opportunities for investment and ri-
sing concepts in health tourism, the 
role of the state in health tourism, 
city hospitals and applications in 
other countries, becoming a brand 
in health tourism and social marke-
ting and agencies in health tourism, 
travel agencies and assisting com-
panies/standards and quality issues.

The 22nd Kiev MTEC (Medical and 
Health Tourism Exhibition) Fair 
took place in the capital of the Uk-
raine on 22-25 October 2013. Bila-
teral discussions were held at the re-
gional fair and congress of Russian 
speaking countries attended by 132 
delegations from 21 countries. BEB-
KA Planning Specialist Özge Yıldız 
also gave a presentation at the fair to 
introduce Bursa and its potential for 
health tourism to investors. 

ESTABLISHED RELATIONS 
WILL BE STRENGTHENED

The delegation from Bursa under 
the leadership of Deputy Governor 
of Bursa Samet Ercoşkun establis-
hed significant connections in Kiev. 
Deputy Governor Ercoşkun indica-
ted that a market had been achieved 
in Ukraine and that efforts would be 
made to strengthen the relationship. 
On the other hand the MTEC Fair 

which was organized for the first 
time by Global Health Technologies 
Coalition GHTC shall be repeated 

in many countries in the future 
which are members of the GHTC 
including Turkey.

BEBKA attended the 6th International Health Tourism Congress held in Istanbul between the dates 22-25 November 
2013 to introduce the health tourism potential of the region to the prominent representatives of the sector.

Özge Yıldız of BEBKA attended the 22nd Kiev Internatio-
nal Health Tourism Fair together with Bursa Governor’s 
Office and gave a presentation on the health tourism 
potential of Bursa. 

BEBKA promotion for Health Tourism

The health tourism 
potential of Bursa was 
introduced in Kiev
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BebkaHaber in English

One of the most important elements 
that make up a city are the cultural 
values it possesses. The cities whi-
ch assimilate these values establish 
their development on solid foun-
dations.  Bursa is one of the best 
examples of such cities. Bursa has 
accumulated a rich culture because 
it was the first capital of the Otto-
man Empire and because of its posi-
tion as one of the important centres 
along the historical Silk Road. The 

migrants who came to the city ad-
ded value to Bursa. As the city ra-
pidly grew, it benefited from these 
values; however, in parallel with 
the industrialization some tradi-
tional handiworks have been lost. 
Nowadays, significant works are 
ongoing in the city to ensure that 
future generations get to know the-
se handiworks. Those who visit the 
City Museum have the opportunity 
to view the traditional handicrafts 

of Bursa. Silkworm breeding is very 
widespread in Bursa and it has de-
veloped in this area to become the 
centre of silk fabrics.  In addition to 
weaving, Bursa is also involved in 
handiworks such as rope weaving, 
saddle making, cutlery, iron wor-
king, tinwork, basket weaving, raw-
hide sandals, pack saddle making 
and tile painting. 
On the other hand, climate and 
geographical location of Bursa are 

ideal for agriculture which is why all 
sorts of vegetables and fruit are ava-
ilable in the city. This has provided 
Bursa with a very rich food culture. 
When Bursa is mentioned in Turkey 
the first things that come to mind 
are Iskender Kebab, chestnut candy, 
Inegöl meatball and Kemalpaşa 
dessert. In addition olive oil dishes, 
meat stews, fish varieties, sweets 
and soups have come out on top in 
Bursa’s kitchen. 

Bilecik, which is a small city in the 
Marmara Region, is an important 
geographical area that has hosted 
many civilizations in history in ad-
dition to being the place where the 
Ottoman Empire takes its origins 
from.. These characteristics have 
enormously enriched the cultural 
world of Bilecik. It is possible to see 
the signs of history in the local valu-
es of Bilecik and particularly in the 

handiworks. While many cities have 
started to lose such values in time, 
Bilecik is taking significant steps to 
keep them alive. 
The main handiworks in the city are 
pottery, wood and marble works and 
weaving. Pottery is the most signifi-
cant handicraft among them.  While 
the traditional handicrafts of Bilecik 
are conserved by the Ottoman Han-
dicrafts Center established with the 

support of BEBKA. The Bilecik Clo-
th which has started to disappear is 
produced with handlooms.  
Most of the foods particular to the 
province consist of pastry dishes. A 
part of the local population bakes 
their bread themselves.  Pita, bük-
me, hodalak, kömme are among 
the bread varieties while main foods 
particular to Bilecik can be listed as 
büzme baklava, chickpea and chic-

ken manti (a type of ravioli), keşkek 
(a dish of mutton or chicken and 
coursely ground wheat), ovmac soup 
(rubbed noodle soup), lentil manti, 
partridge kebab casserole, piruhi (a 
ravioli-like dish served with yogurt), 
beet molasses, foam halva. Bilecik 
which has many unique products 
presents such wellknown flavors as 
Osmaneli quince Turkish delight 
and Inhisar pomegranate.  

Eskişehir is the land of historical 
Phrygia, a city that managed to the 
distant history and the recent history 
of Anatolia into the present day in 
the form of a cultural heritage.  Most 
of the traditional handiworks in the 
city have been preserved to date. Es-
kişehir is known for the processing 
of meerschaum and silver as well as 
rugs, wall rugs and various spreads 
such as  zili, sumak, and pala, which 

all have different ways of weaving in 
addition to the manufacture of sadd-
lebags, sacks and pillows.  Embroi-
dery work is quite advanced in Eski-
şehir as well. The bead embroidery, 
crochet and needlepoint embroide-
ries of Seyitgazi and its vicinity are 
worth mentioning.  On the other 
hand because of the people faithfully 
continuing the ancestral professi-
on of pottery, the village of Sorkun 

in Mihalıççık district of Eskişehir 
holds a significant place in terms of 
pottery.  
In terms of food and drinking, Es-
kişehir is one of the most famous/ 
richest/ cities in Anatolia. The cu-
linary culture of Eskişehir has been 
influenced by the intense migration 
from Crimea, the Balkans and Cau-
casus that took place in the mid-19th 
century.  Many of the renowned local 

foods of Eskişehir are based on the-
se migrations.  Çibörek (deep fried 
water thin dough with raw minced 
meat filling), balaban meatball and 
Met halva are the most famous de-
licacies of Eskişehir. In addition to 
these foods, the city is known for rin-
ged candy, Sivrihisar baklava, lamb 
soup, okra soup, toyga soup, göbete 
(sauced chicken pieces in multilayer 
dough) and Mihallıççık cherries.

Bursa which served as the capital of the Ottoman Empire and was a significant centre 
along the Silk Road has been endowed with an unbelievably rich culture because of 
these characteristics. 

Bilecik, the cradle of Ottoman civilization, has man aged to carry its values into the present day.

Eskişehir, the city that is cut in half by the Porsuk River and is considered the gate of Anatolia to the west, is advan-
cing with firm steps  towards becoming a metropolis. The city has a lot of cultural richnesses / a wide range of cultu-
ral richness to mention. It is well known for the “white gold” meerschaum as well as the rich and famous kitchens of 
the Caucasus, Crimea and the Balkans where the migrants in the city are originated from. 

With its silks and painted tiles, Bursa 
is a city of unique beauty

The culture of Bilecik bears the glory of history

A city growing with local values:  Eskişehir

Bebkahaber  Bebkahaber  22 23
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Ceramic tile art has been used to 
decorate walls for centuries. The 
place of Iznik Tiles is unique among 
them. The history of tile art exceeds 
one thousand years. Today signi-
ficant works are ongoing in order 
to give life to Iznik Tiles which are 
popular in Turkey as well as abro-
ad.  One of the best examples is the 
breakthrough achieved with ‘Elx-
sir Tile Workshop’. Ceramic Artist 
Turgut Tuna and his wife Şebnem 

Tuna prepared a ‘Tile Farm’ project 
to benefit from the Financial Sup-
port Program of BEBKA in 2010 
and were awarded the support. 
Tuna explained that they had en-
deavoured to draw attention to the 
painted tile face of Bursa and had 
been able to do so systematically 
with the Tile Farm project and said, 
“100 new products which have been 
developed in our own design studio 
within this project consisting of et-

hnographical and architectural sub-
jects pertaining to Bursa as well as 
clothes-apparel and fairy tale heroes 
were presented to the guests at the 
Şefik Bursalı Art Gallery in April 
2012. We hired 3 young personnel 
for our workshop and trained them. 
Students who are studying tradi-
tional arts come to us for summer 
internship. We also receive visits 
from schools for introduction tours 
for tiles”. 

While the financial supports given 
by Bursa Eskişehir Bilecik Develop-
ment Agency (BEBKA) continue to 
have a major role in the development 
of the region the projects which are 
awarded support have an impact on 
the economy as well as the social life.  
One of such projects is the project tit-
led ‘Coming back to Life’ which was 
prepared by Seyitgazi Public Educati-
on Centre and was  submitted to BE-

BKA 2 minutes before the deadline... 
The women who were trained within 
the scope of the project in tile pain-
ting, weaving, computer aided stitc-
hing and in the giftware workshops 
became professionals. 
With the completion of the project 
Seyitgazi Public Education Center 
Manager Mehmet Ali Eryılmaz indi-
cated that they now had well equip-
ped workshops and said, “From now 

on many more people will be trained 
in these workshops. Those who par-
ticipated in the projects have started 
to feel better about themselves and 
they look at life through a new pers-
pective. The most important thing 
is that they are now more self-confi-
dent in the family as well as in society. 
Educating a mother means the edu-
cation of the next generation.  On a 
personal level we are happy with the 

work achieved by the project and are 
happy to teach”. Eryılmaz thanked 
BEBKA very much for their support.

BEBKA supports the public and pri-
vate sectors in their endeavours to 
generate a domestic seed producti-
on in Turkey which is an important 
country in terms of agriculture. The 
best example of this is the support 
granted to Dikmen Agricultural 
Products Industry and Trade Com-

pany within the Financial Support 
Program of 2011. Dikmen Agricul-
tural which is a leading company 
in seed production in Turkey was 
granted support for its project tit-
led, “Haploid Culture in the Tomato 
and eggplant varieties of the Anato-
lian Population and the Production 

of Improvement Material’.  Dikmen 
Agricultural was established in 1994 
and company proprietor Serdar 
Dikmen indicated that the com-
pany had first invested in vegetab-
le seedling production which was 
followed by tissue culture and seed 
production and said, “Significant 

commercial varieties on the mar-
ket are imported. At the end of our 
work we will be a company which 
can compete with foreign compa-
nies and will sell lines and hybrids 
in our country as well as abroad” .

The Iznik Tiles, the fame of which has gone beyond the borders of Turkey shall come to life at ‘China Tile Farm’ with 
the support received from BEBKA.

The ‘Coming back to Life ‘ project of Seyitgazi Public Training Centre, in which tens of housewives were trained to 
become professionals, made it to BEBKA 2 minutes before the deadline. 

Dikmen Agricultural which operates in Bilecik Söğüt applied to BEBKA for support to actualize its project titled, “Haploid 
Culture in the Tomato and eggplant varieties of the Anatolian Population and the Production of Improvement Material’. 

Painted tiles are manufactured at this farm

They were saved by 2 minutes!

They applied to BEBKA for support to become a brand in seed production
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