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BRITISH SUPPORT TO BEBKA 
PROJECT...
“Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Industrial Symbiosis 
Program” which started in 2014 was awarded 
with Newton Fund supported by both British 
and Turkish Governments. As part of the 
project, a 3 day-training programme was 
organized by BEBKA.

TURKISH ANIMATION SECTOR 
APPEARED IN THE WORLD 
SPOTLIGHT
As part of the works to develop the potential in 
animation sector in Eskisehir, Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik 
Development Agency (BEBKA) attended to the 
Annecy Animation Film Festival which is one of the 
leading animation festivals in the world. 

ULUDAG LOOKS FOR ITS 
DIRECTION IN TOURISM
Under the coordination of Bursa Governorship and 
run BEBKA, “Uludag Sustainable Tourism Plan 
Introductory Meeting and Workshop” was held in 
Uludag with the goal of extending Uludag’s and its 
immediate surroundings’ tourism facilities to four 
seasons, develop and sustain these facilities and make 
Uludag an international tourism attraction center. 

ANGEL INVESTING
SMART MONEY

Generating alternative financial tools is one of the most important steps 
to improve entrepreneurial ecosystem. Nowadays angel investing is the 
leading instrument to do so. 
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ANGEL INVESTING wAS dIScuSSEd IN dETAIL

ENTREpRENEuRS hAVING buSINESS 
IdEAS MET wITh INVESTORS

Participants who attended to the Angel Investing Panel organized by BEBKA in 
Eskisehir, shared their opinions regarding Angel Investing. 

Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Development Agency            
(BEBKA), brought the entrepreneurs having busi-
ness ideas with growing potential together with 
investors from and out of Eskisehir.

Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Development Agency 
organized “Angel Investing” event that made 
a difference in the related field. Omer Zeydan, 
president of Eskisehir Commercial Exchange 
and BEBKA Development Board, made a speech 
at “Angel Investing Introduction Seminar and 

Business Angels Panel” and he talked about the 
main characteristic features of business angels 
and the benefits they provide to the public. 
Metin Guler, president of Eskisehir Chamber 
of Commerce, explained the concept of angel 
investing and the necessity of understanding 

the importance of this matter. After the opening 
speeches, the meeting went forward with the 
panel section. 

BEBKA organized “Eskisehir Entrepreneur - 
Investor Meeting” with the goal of bringing 
the entrepreneurs having business ideas with 
growing potential which help development of 
value added sectors together with investors 
from and out of Eskisehir. 
Omer Zeydan, president of Eskisehir Commer-
cial Exchange and BEBKA Development Board 

said in his speech that “develop-
ment is the only way for Turkey 
to reach the targets and meet the 
expectations. The ultimate way of 
development is doing business. In this respect 
entrepreneurship as means of creating busines-
ses is a significant matter that should be taken 
seriously.”

Following the opening speeches, Eskisehir 
Entrepreneur - Investor Meeting finished after 
15 minute presentations of the entrepreneurs 
and assessments of the jury.

TuRkEY IS ON 
ThE 6.Th RANk

According to 2015 EBAN Statistics Compen-
dium report, Turkey is on the 6.th rank in 
angel investing and there are 850 business 
angels and 15 angel investing networks in 
our country. Accordingly 850 business angels 
financed 154 ventures with the amount of 31 

million Euros by year of 2015. This indicates 
38 percent growth in the amount of the funds 
compared to the last year. As a new concept 
for our country high growth rate was achieved 
on angel investing in Turkey.

BEBKA Haber in English
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GREATER RETuRNS wILL bE AchIEVEd IN 10 YEARS
Ufuk Batum, the founder of Ventures & Mentors League, said that 
there is a high potential in angel investing in Turkey and he added 
that “We will obtain greater returns in the next 10 years in this field. 
Due to competition, the profits in conventional sectors will decrease 
and the businesses will head towards the future’s sectors. Now 
Turkey is on the breaking point. The conventional business people 
will take new business fields more seriously.”

Dr. Mufit Arberk, Vice General Manager 
at Undersecretariat of Treasury, 
said that they work on generating 
alternative financial tools regarding 
angel investing but private sector 
should embrace it and take on more 
responsibility in this field. He added 
that “We made legal regulations about 
tax exemption in this regard. When an 
angel investor takes in a partnership in 
a venture, he cannot be the controlling 
shareholder. If he can be, then this 
investor cannot take tax support.

Hulusi Berik, Founding Partner of Keiretsu Angel Investing Network, 
said that they strain business ideas, collect them in a pool and 
then offer them to angel investors. Mr. Berik emphasized that 
angel investors should act together with angel investor networks. 
He added that “How far can you reach on your own? How many 
projects will you able to hear about and learn the project details? 

We provide them with the project information after the necessary filtration. For the development of 
our country, at least one or two entrepreneurs’ business ideas should be mentored and supported by 
angel investors to materialize the project.”

Can K. Methson, Keiretsu Forum General Manager, 
emphasizing that the entrepreneurs are potential inves-
tors said that “the future is entrepreneurship. If Turkey 
can take necessary actions immediately it can utilize 
the opportunities before other countries. We are in a 

better position in this regard but there are many more 
that needs to be done. Bursa and Eskisehir have high 
entrepreneurial potential. Thus a valley can be created 
on this matter.”

According to April issue of Personal Involve-
ment Capital Progress Report 2016 number 
of the issued licenses reached to 373 in total. 
Together with the 14 applications that is on 
progress, 387 license applications were filed.
79 percent of license applications are from 
Istanbul, it is followed by Ankara, Bursa, Izmir 

and Kocaeli respectively. 13 license applica-
tions were filed from Bursa to Secretariat of 
Treasury. 37 percent of the applicants met the 
criteria of being wealthy, 34 percent of them 
met the criteria of being experienced and 29 
percent of the same met the criteria of having 
high income. Analysis of the investment appli-

cations to the Undersecretariat of Treasury for 
the tax advantage showed that capital transfer 
in amount of 3.9 million Turkish Liras was made 
for the 14 investment applications that were 
completed by March 2016.

13 applications from Bursa

Dogan Taskent, Managing Partner of Arkan & Ergin JPA Internatio-
nal, said that they changed the misunderstanding about the unrea-
listically excessive amount of money in peoples’ minds associated 
with angel investing. He also said that “When a solid solution came 
to light it is copied in only one day. But if you want to overcome this 
issue you must be able to create the other version of this solution, 

so that you will be one step ahead. Or you must have extraordinary amount of money that will allow 
you to introduce your solution to the field through giant commercial campaigns and make it as an 
attraction center. But if you do not have enough money then you must focus on research-develop-
ment in order to create the next solution.”
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dRAwINGS cAME TO LIfE

Turkish and foreign investors, sectoral doyens, producers and directors shared their ex-
periences with young talents.

BEBKA atten-
ded to the An-
necy Animation 
Film Festival 
in France and 
introduced the 
animation works 
of Eskisehir and 
Turkey to the 
world.

Under coordination of Governorship of Eskisehir,  
2.Anatolia Animation and Digital Works Festival 
was held by Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Develop-
ment Agency (BEBKA) on 10-11 May 2016 this 
year with aim to develop potential animation 
sector in our country. 
At the Festival, Turkish and foreign investors, 
sectoral doyens, producers and directors shared 

their experiences with young talents and it con-
tained many events such as panels, conferences, 
workshops, film screenings, live drawing shows 
and poster making activities. 
Additionally, the students also got the oppor-
tunity to meet professionals from the sector 
and submit their portfolios. At the Festival, for 
the first time this year, an area was allocated 

for the stands of the leading animation, game, 
visualization and advertisement firms. So that 
a sectoral meeting took place at the event 
which allowed the companies to increase their 
sectoral knowledge, apply the new information 
and exchange ideas with other companies.

As part of the works to develop the potential 
in animation sector in Eskisehir, Bursa Eskisehir 
Bilecik Development Agency (BEBKA) attended 
to the Annecy Animation Film Festival which 
is one of the leading animation festivals in the 
world. 
At the Festival which was held between 13 and 

18 June, BEBKA opened a stand with a concept 
of “Anatolia Animation / Turkey- Eskisehir” and 
informed the visitors about the Animation Festi-
val and Animation Contest which is organized 
by BEBKA in Eskisehir for two years. 
The officials from the leading animation studios 
in Turkey got the opportunity to hold meetings 

at BEBKA’s stand with many country repre-
sentatives of the other animation companies 
attended to the festival. 
Bad Cat, the feature-length Turkish Animation 
Film which was showcased at the Festival recei-
ved a high level of attention from the viewers. 

TuRkISh ANIMATION SEcTOR AppEAREd IN ThE 
wORLd SpOTLIGhT

BEBKA Haber in English



William (Bill) Dennis, the main 
speaker of 2.Anatolia Animation and 
Digital Works Festival, who is the 
founding partner of International 
Animation Consulting Group talked 
about the animation sector based 
on his experience of 20 years in this 
field. In his speech, he also shared his 
thoughts about what Turkey should 

do more in this regard. Mr. Dennis 
gave an interview to BEBKA Haber 
and said that “Turkey is on the stage 
of making a decision to choose its 
path to follow towards better and 
bigger animation sector. He added 
that “it requires devotion, money and 
patience to grow animation sector in 
Turkey. In the long term this provides 

many returns. For the countries like 
Turkey, it is necessary to build a solid 
background in order to be a world 
known actor in this sector. And that 
requires four factors: animation 
school or university, fully equipped 
studio with high capability, creative 
projects and marketing and team.”

Anima İstanbul is Turkey’s one of the 
biggest animation studios. They make 
not only the commercial films but 
also the full-length films such as 
Bad Cat. Mehmet Kurtulus, founding 
partner of the company, shared his 
experiences with the animation 

students at Eskisehir Animation 
Festival. He said that animation char-
acters are more close to people and 
hence at the commercials they easily 
steal peoples’ heart. Mr. Kurtulus 
emphasized that they succeeded to 
enter Chinese film market follow-

ing German, Middle Eastern, North 
African, Middle and South American 
markets. He added that he thinks 
Turkish animation companies should 
do business abroad and Turkish ani-
mation sector needs to have a share 
from international market.
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buRSA pRESENTATION fROM bEbkA IN LISbON
BEBKA representatives made a presentation 
about Bursa at the Resilient Cities Network 
Summit in Lisbon and explained the city’s re-
silience in terms of economic, social, environ-
mental and societal aspects.

Julide Alan, Head of Planning Department at 
Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Development Agency 
(BEBKA) and Elif Boz Ulutas, Planning specialist, 
made a presentation at the Resilient Cities 
Network Summit in Lisbon about Bursa which 
is one of the ten chosen cities worldwide. The 
event was organized by The Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD). Ministers, mayors, city representatives 
responsible for economic and social develop-
ment, specialists and academicians from ten 
chosen cities attended to the meeting. 

At the meeting, BEBKA explained Bursa’s 
resilience in terms of economic, social, environ-
mental and societal aspects. The officials from 

BEBKA met with Mayors, city administrators and 
bureaucrats from different parts of the world. 
At the presentation, BEBKA representatives 
emphasized economic, social, environmental 
and societal resilience factors that are different 
from other nine cities.

 “Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Industrial Symbiosis 
Program” which started in 2014 was awarded 
with Newton Fund supported by both British 
and Turkish Governments. According to the 
programme, BEBKA undertook feasibility 
studies and organized symbiosis workshops in 
all three provinces with participation of local 
companies to estimate the potential of indust-
rial symbiosis to deliver benefits for business 
and environment in the region. After feasibility 
studies, priority sectors were identified.

As part of Newton-Katip Celebi Fund suppor-
ted by British Council and within the frame 
of “Building Capacity on Industrial Symbiosis 
for Resource Efficiency and Transitioning to a 
Low Carbon Economy in Bursa Eskişehir Bilecik 

Region Project”, a 3 day-training programme 
was organized by BEBKA.

Ahmet Hikmet Sahin, Deputy of Secretary Ge-
neral of BEBKA and Deputy Governor of Bursa, 
made a speech at the opening of the training 
and said that “at the second phase of the BEBKA 
Industrial Symbiosis Programme, pilot projects 
will be developed and conducted. As part of 
the Project, along with the 3 day-training prog-
ramme, a study visit to the United Kingdom, an 
Industrial Symbiosis Conference and Project 
Brokerage Event in Bursa will be organized. I 
am glad that this Project will also contribute 
to reinforcing the cooperation between Turkish 
and British governments.”
 

During the 3 day-training, various subjects re-
lated to Industrial Symbiosis were taught. Peter 
Laybourn, the founder and general manager of 
International Synergies Limited (ISL), said that 
they have 15 years of experience in this field. 
He reminded that Industrial Symbiosis were first 
considered as a tool for waste management but 
in time it turned out that it is a new approach 
which contains different related models within 
itself.” 

Ian Humpreys, Operations Director of ISL, 
emphasised that it was a fruitful training 
that motivated the attendants to move their 
objectives forward and he also informed the 
attendants about how to put the gains of the 
training into practice.

bRITISh SuppORT TO bEbkA pROJEcT

BEBKA Haber in English



uLudAG LOOkS fOR ITS 
dIREcTION IN TOuRISM
As part of the works for the goal of exten-
ding Uludag’s tourism facilities to four se-
asons, “Uludag Sustainable Tourism Plan            
Introductory Meeting and Workshop” was 
held. 
Under the coordination of Bursa Governorship 
and run by Bursa Eskisehir Bilecik Development 
Agency (BEBKA), “Uludag Sustainable Tourism 
Plan Introductory Meeting and Workshop” was 
held at BOF Hotel in Uludag with the goal of 
extending Uludag’s and its immediate surroun-
dings’ tourism facilities to four seasons, develop 
and sustain these facilities and make Uludag 
an international tourism attraction center. At 
the meeting and workshop, actions to be taken 
regarding the future of Uludag were discussed.

Munir Karaloglu, 
Ex-Governor of Bursa, 
made a speech at the 
opening of the meeting 
and pointed out that 
there are many institutions and organizations 
claiming ownership over Uludag and he added 
that “sometimes this situation can create 
problems. In a place like Uludag where this 
many institutions carry authority, a decent plan 

is required in order to perform effectively on 
the matter.  Yusuf Ulcay, Rector of Uludag Uni-
versity, also made a speech at the meeting and 
said that “the matter in Uludag must be handled 
as a whole and it should not be projected only 
as a ski center. 

Local stakeholders got the opportunity to express their opinions about extending tou-
rism in Uludag to whole year at “Uludag Mountain Districts 4 Seasons Sustainable
Tourism Workshop” organized by BEBKA. 

Yahya Gungor, 2. Regional Manager at 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs, 
said in his speech that they work on 
making Uludag a tourism center that 
can be utilized  in year-round.  Ferdi-
nand Posnik, Senior Specialist at ATC 
Consultancy, shared his opinions based 

on his long years of experiences on 
the matter. Additionally a presentation 
was made by Julide Alan, Head of 
Planning Department at BEBKA, about 
Uludag Sustainable Tourism Plan.
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